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Abstract
Poetry during the age of
the Zenkis and the Ayyubids
(AH 489-648)

The Present study deals with Direction of Poetry during
the age of the Zenkis and the Ayyubids in Egypt and
Greater Syria in order to identify it's subjects and artistic
features.

The study consists of a preface and four chapters. The
preface is concerned with the concept of satire and it's
development from the per-Islamic period (Jahili Age) to
the commencement of the age of Zenkis and the Ayyubids.

Chapter One is about personal satire and it's various forms,
such as the satire which exposes the personal vices of
individuals, including physical and congenital defects ,

the satire of poets among themselves, the satire against
irrational beings, and the like.

Chapter Two is about social satire. It exposes the negative
aspects of the social life in that age, such as the corruption
of some state men, rulers, viziers, staff, judges, etc......

It also reveals various forms of complaint and suffering
which resulted in behavioral disorders and troubled social
values.

Chapter Three focuses on political satire. It exposes the
poets' stance on rulers and their corrupt administrations .
In this type of satire, poets cast aspersions on the
Patriotism of those who showed reluctance in defending
their homeland, exposed the collaborators with the
crusaders, and disclosed divisions among princes of the
Greater Syria and their attempts to destroy the nation's
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unity during the age of Nur ed-Din Zenki and Salah
ed-conflicts on the office of vizier in Egypt at the end of
the Fatimid rule.

Chapter Four is about the artistic features of satire

poetry. The stanza was found to be the common form of
the satire poem. It was also found that this type of poetry
had had an impact on everyday language, the simplified
folk style and the simple partial image. As for the music,
the poetic meters, though had some rhyme-related defects,
were similar to those of the traditional Arabic poetry
which the poets had been using for ages.
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